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LS International History: Using PEE  

USING PEE PARAGRAPHS IN YOUR WRITING  

 

PEE paragraphs are wonderful to use in your writing in History. They really help you to 

answer a question using historical evidence and explanation. In all of your International 

History assignments you will be encouraged to use PEE when you answer the mini-essay 

questions.  

 

So what is PEE?  

 

P – This stands for Point. This is the subject of the paragraph.  

 

E – This stands for evidence. This is the historical evidence you are going to use to support 

the point that you are making in the paragraph.  

 

E – This stands for explanation. This is where you explain how your point and evidence 

relates to the question being asked and why it is important.  

 

Let’s have a look at an example of how to use a PEE paragraph to answer this question:  

The Greek Civilisation left a very important legacy. How far do you agree with this 

statement?  

One example of the very important legacy that the Greek civilisation left was the 

development of drama, providing a foundation for modern theatre. This can be shown by 

the many traditions about theatre that date back to the Greeks. One example of this is the 

name thespian (another name for an actor), which comes from the Greek poet Thespis, who 

it is believed was the first to use actors on stage. Another great legacy from the Greek 

theatre is the different genres of plays that were introduced by the Greeks – tragedy and 

comedy. We still see plays, as well as films, based upon these two different genres. A final 

example of the legacy of Greek drama is the work of Greek playwrights such as Sophocles, 
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Aeschylus, Aesop and Aristophanes. These Greek playwrights are still having their plays 

performed to this day. This shows that much of the drama enjoyed by the Greeks is still 

enjoyed today, from different types of plays (comedy and tragedy) to the name given to 

actors and the plays that can be watched. This shows that the Greek civilisation has a very 

strong legacy.  

 

Let’s break down this paragraph to see where the PEE is.  

 

Point: One example of the very important legacy that the Greek civilisation left was the 

development of drama, providing a foundation of modern theatre. This can be shown by the 

many traditions about theatre that date back to the Greeks.  

 

Evidence: One example of this is the name thespian (another name for an actor), which 

comes from the Greek poet Thespis, who it is believed was the first to use actors on stage. 

Another great legacy from the Greek theatre is the different genres of plays that were 

introduced by the Greeks, tragedy and comedy, we will still see plays, as well as film based 

upon these two different genres. A final example of the legacy of Greek drama is the work 

of Greek playwrights such as Sophocles, Aeschylus, Aesop and Aristophanes. These Greek 

playwrights are still having their plays performed to this day.  

 

Explanation: This shows that much of the drama enjoyed by the Greeks is still enjoyed 

today, from different types of plays (comedy and tragedy) to the name given to actors and 

the plays that can be watched. This shows that the Greek civilisation has a very strong 

legacy. 

 

Helpful hints for using PEE paragraphs:  

• Your point does not need to be very long. It can be one sentence.  

• It’s really good to use the language of the question in your sentence starter for your 

point.  

• Try to go for three examples in your evidence, if you can. If it’s a really convincing 

point you might even have more!  

• Make sure your evidence is based on historical knowledge.  
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• With your explanation you need to show what the evidence means in relation to the 

question. Think about starting with sentences such as: 

 ‘This means that...’  

‘This shows that...’  

‘This is important because…’  

‘This is significant because...’ 

 

 


